The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 21 H 19 N 3 O 3 S, contains two independent molecules. In one molecule, the 1,3-thiazolidine ring forms dihedral angles of 86.19 (8) and 8.37 (8) with the phenyl and benzene rings, respectively. The corresponding dihedral angles in the other molecule are 69.60 (7) and 14.08 (7) . The dihedral angle between the phenyl and benzene rings is 84.70 (8) in one molecule and 69. 62 (8) in the other. In the crystal, molecules pack in layers approximately parallel to (102) . There are weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds within these layers. Further weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding occurs between the layers to form a threedimensional network. A weak C-HÁ Á Á interaction is also observed. 
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Comment
Heterocyclic compounds such as thiazolidines have demonstrated widespread applications as pharmaceuticals (Pandey et al., 2011; Barreca et al., 2002) and materials (Botti et al., 1996) . Thiazolidinone derivatives exhibit anticancer properties (Pfahl et al., 2003) as well as antibacterial (Sayyed et al., 2006 ), antimycobacterial (Babaoğlu et al., 2003 , antimicrobial (Sharma et al., 2006) and antifungal (Çapan et al., 1999) activities. Therefore, we have synthesized the title compound (I) and determined its crystal structure.
The asymmetric unit of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . In one molecule, the 1,3-thiazolidine ring (S1/N1/C1-C3) forms dihedral angles of 86.19 (8) and 8.37 (8) °, respectively, with the phenyl ring (C7-C12) and the benzene ring (C15-C20). In the other molecule the corresponding angles between (S2/N4/C22-C24) are 69.60 (7) (C28-C33) and 14.08 (7)° (C36-C41), respectively. The dihedral angle between the phenyl and benzene rings is 84.70 (8)° (C7-C12 and C15-C20) and 69.62 (8)° (C28-C33 and C26-C41). The differences in the dihedral angles may be due to the packing effects of neighbouring molecules. The bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles in each molecule are normal.
In the crystal, molecules are arranged in layers approximately parallel to (102) connected by weak C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1, Fig. 2 ). Additional weak C-H···O hydrogen bonds occur between theses layers (Table 1, Fig. 2 ) forming a three-dimensional network. A weak intermolecular C-H···π interaction is also observed (Table 1) .
Experimental
A mixture of 283 mg (1 mmol) (2E)-2-[1-(4-methylphenyl)ethylidene]-N-phenylhydrazinecarbothioamide and 142 mg (1 mmol) of dimethyl but-2-ynedioate in 50 ml methanol was refluxed for three hours. The excess solvent was evaporated under vacuum and the residual solid product was collected and recrystallized from ethanol to afford a clear yellow blocks (M.p. 527 -529 K) suitable for X-ray diffraction.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H = 0.95 (aromatic H) and 0.98 Å (methyl H), with U iso (H) = 1.2 U iso (C) for aromatic H atoms and U iso (H) = 1.5 U iso (C) for methyl H atoms. The asymmetric unit of (I) showing a weak C-H···O hydrogen bond (dashed line) between the independent molecules. Displacement ellipsoids are at the 30% probabilty level. 
Computing details
Methyl (2Z)-((2Z)-2-{(2E)-[1-(4-methylphenyl)ethylidene]hydrazinylidene}-4-oxo-3-phenyl-1,3-thiazolidin-5-ylidene)ethanoate
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